
Petition Carrier Training



Game of 
Numbers



TOP PRIORITY: BALLOT ACCESS
● We are in the ballot access stage, where our #1 goal is gathering 

enough valid signatures to make it onto the 2018 ballot.
● To do this, we need to be as efficient as possible with our time.

○ We are not in the persuasion phase of our campaign yet. If 
someone isn’t ready to sign yet, thank them and move on.

○ There are plenty of folks who want to sign, your job is to find 
them and give them a chance to sign the petition.



Avoid
Common 
Mistakes 

and Follow 
the Rules



✔

PETITION CIRCULATORS WILL...

Watch each person personally sign and complete the petition

Make sure each signer completes every field — even one missing 
piece of information will disqualify the signature

Wear your volunteer circulator badge at all times when gathering 
signatures

Have your petition packet notarized before returning to the 
campaign



X
PETITION CIRCULATORS WILL NOT...

Make any marks or tallies on the petition

Pay anyone or make any trade for signing a petition

Disassemble or modify the petition in any way (tear pages, remove 
staples, affix stickers, etc.)

Sign your own petition packet - if you are gathering signatures, you 
may NOT sign your own petition packet



✔

PETITION SIGNERS WILL...
Print clearly in black or blue ink

Print their name as it appears on the voter registration - you must 
be registered to vote to sign the petition (www.govotecolorado.com)

Use the residence address where they are registered to vote

Complete all portions of the signature line with the required 
information

Fix minor mistakes by crossing out the mistake and initialling, and 
major mistakes by crossing out the entire line and starting over



X
PETITION SIGNERS WILL NOT...

Sign for another person

Sign the petition for this measure more than once

Use ditto marks (“ “) to provide information on a signature line

Provide a post office box for your residence address



3 TYPES OF PEOPLE

Busy Chatty Argumentative



Petition 
Gathering 
Role Play



How to Get 
a Signature



THE SECRET IS… SHORT PHRASES

“Sign here to support students”

“Show your support for public education, sign this petition”

“Sign your name to build a better future for Colorado kids”

“Public schools need your support, sign here”



IF YOU GET QUESTIONS, 
USE QUICK RESPONSES

What does this do? Raises money for public schools

How is the money raised? Graduated income tax

Where does the money go? School districts

Who decides how it is spent? Local communities



Building 
your 

Personal 
Story



ELEMENTS OF A STRONG STORY

Personal Relatable Quick


